
The First Official Navy Flag 1777-1795

The first official documented US flag had also a staggered star pattern and 
was used by the navy. On April 24, 1778, Captain John Paul Jones, in 
command of the U.S.S. Ranger and flying this flag, became the first 
American officer to have the American flag recognized by a foreign power.
Although very similar to the original Hopkin's flag, this flag replaced the six-
pointed stars with the more traditional five-pointed "American" stars.


